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Local Musicians Hold Dulcimer Jam at Alamance
Ted Henson
President, Alamance Battleground Friends
Saturday Morning, September 23 began quietly at Alamance Battleground.
The weather was warm and the birds were
singing until suddenly around 10 o’clock
in the morning the silence was broken.
However this time it was not the sound of
muskets or cannon fire. It was the lovely
drone sound of nearly fifty mountain dulcimer players who had gathered for the
Alamance Battleground Mountain Dulcimer Picnic Jam.
The event was jointly sponsored by Alamance Battleground and three local mountain dulcimer groups: Hawfields Jammers,
Cane Creek Dulcimers and Carolina Mountain Dulcimers. Members of Hawfields Jam-

mers served as the host and hostesses for the
event. Members of that group came on Friday
to help set up five tents and prepare all the
tables needed for the event. On Saturday,
they handled the registration, set up, lunch
details, and clean up.
Mountain Dulcimer players from as far
away as Cullowhee, North Carolina and Danville Virginia arrived on Saturday morning to
provide the music for the day. Two different
stages were set up with one doing a regular
dulcimer jam and the other a slow jam for
beginners. The music went from 10 o’clock
until noon.
At noon, everyone spread their covered
dishes on the tables provided for food and the
picnic began. For a fee of two dollars, paper
and plastic products and drinks were provided by the sponsoring groups. The food was

plentiful and delicious.
In the afternoon the two groups from the
morning combined and played from 1:00 until 3:00 p.m. The slow group jam then became
a beginner class for people who had never
played a dulcimer before.
People in the community were invited to
bring a chair and enjoy the day listening to
the sounds of mountain dulcimers and one
hammered dulcimer. Evaluations collected
at the event were very positive. We are hoping to make this an annual event at Alamance Battleground.

Alamance Friends Create New Battleground
Foundation to Support Future Programs
Ted Henson
President, Alamance Battleground Friends
The Board of the
Alamance Battleground
Friends met in special session
on Monday, August 28 to
discuss the creation of an
Alamance Battleground
Foundation. The purpose of
this would be to put money
aside each year in an
investment account to help
finance future programs at
Alamance Battleground.
Currently, the state provides
very little money for
programming at Alamance
Battleground. The local

Friends group is responsible
for raising the needed money
t h r o u gh m e m b e r s h i p s ,
donations and sales from the
gift shop. The creation
of a Foundation Account
would assist in the long
term planning for the
battleground.
Board member Archie
Martin walked the board
through the proposed
investment. Two thousand
dollars had been donated for
this purpose at the meeting of
the descendants last year.

The motion coming from the
Fo undatio n Co mmit t ee
suggested adding
an
additional $8,000 from the
savings account to make the
investment $10,000. The
board unanimously voted to
support this move. In the
near future people will be
able to make contributions
that will be earmarked for
the Alamance Battleground
Foundation.
These contributions may
be made through the website
for the Alamance Battleground Friends or by making
contributions payable to Alamance Battleground Friends.

Alamance Battleground Friends, Inc. ___
is an independent nonprofit
organization whose purpose is to ___
support the preservation and interpretation of Alamance Battleground
State Historic Site. All contributions ___
are tax deductible, and go toward
educational programs, artifact Name:
acquisition, and site development.
We invite you to show your support Address:
by becoming a member of the Phone:
Alamance Battleground Friends!

___
___

Email:

Hello again, Regulator readers!
Hard to believe that we are winding
down 2017 and already looking forward to
new developments in 2018! It has been a
productive year and we are looking forward
to increased programming and innovation
in the new year.
This year we saw our long-awaited
Visitor Center renovation project completed,
with an impressive new gift shop area, along
with redesigned exhibits and increased
space in the lobby area. The new gift shop
has allowed us to expand our line of
signature items, and increased sales has
been instrumental in supporting our future
education programs.
We are fresh off of our 43rd annual
Colonial Living Week, but before we can
rest for the season we still have lots to do!
Our 3-pounder will be making the journey
to Fort Macon in November for Historic

Sites
artillery
safety training,
where
Site
Assistant Drew
Neill and I will
learn the finer points of firing cannons safely.
With weather turning cold and winter
fast approaching, we are looking forward to
our annual Christmas event on Saturday,
December 2! This year we will return to a
theme that was particularly well received in
2015, “German Christmas in the Carolinas.”
We will be demonstrating German
Christmas traditions as well as food, drink
and music customary to the 18th century
Christmas season. We hope you will be able
to join us in December!
Thank you for taking the time to read
this issue of The Regulator. I look forward
to seeing you again at Alamance
Battleground.

Highlights: 43rd Annual Colonial Living Week

